This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



THIS PAGE BLANK (usptoj 




INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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Concept House 



PRIORITY 
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Cardiff Road 
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SUBMITTED OR TRANSMITTED IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 17.1(a) OR (b) 



REC'O 1 7 NOV 1999 



WIPO 



PCT 



I, the undersigned, being an officer duly authorised in accordance with Section 74(1) and (4) 
of the Deregulation & Contracting Out Act 1994, to sign and issue certificates on behalf of the 
Comptroller-General, hereby certify that annexed hereto is a true copy of the documents as 
originally filed in connection with the patent application identified therein. 



In accordance with the Patents (Companies Re-registration) Rules 1982, if a company named 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents has re-registered under the Companies Act 
1980 with the same name as that with which it was registered immediately before re- 
registration save for the substitution as, or inclusion as, the last part of the name of the words 
"public limited company" or their equivalents in Welsh, references to the name of the company 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents shall be treated as references to the name 
with which it is so re-registered. 



In accordance with the rules, the words "public limited company" may be replaced by p.l.c. , 
pic, P.L.C. or PLC. 

Re-registration under the Companies Act does not constitute a new legal entity but merely 
subjects the company to certain additional company law rules. 
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Request for grant of a patent 

(See the notes on the back of this form. You can also get 
an explanatory leaflet from the Patent Office to help 
you Jill in this form) 




The Patent Office 

Cardiff Road 
Newport 
Gwent NP9 1RH 



I . Your reference 


J00041093GB 


L 

160CT98 E397767-1 D02829 

ofii/7700 0.00 — 9022545.1 




2. Patent application number 

(The Patent Office will fill in this part) 


9822545.1 







3. Full name, address and postcode of the or of 

each applicant (underline all surnames) 



Patents ADP number (if you know it) 

If the applicant is a corporate body, give the 
country/state of its incorporation 



BRITISH AIRWAYS PLC 
Waterside (HB A3) 
PO Box 365 
Harmonds worth 
West Drayton UB7 0GB 



4. Title of the invention 



A SEATING UNIT 



5. Name of your agent (if you have one) R.G.C. JENKINS & CO. 

26 Caxton Street 
"Address for service" in the United Kingdom London SW1H OR J 

to which all correspondence should be sent 

(including the postcode) 



Patents ADP number (if you know it) 950001 



6. If you are declaring priority from one Or more Country Priority application number Date of filing 

earlier patent applications, give the country Of you know it) (day / month /year) 

and the date of filing of the or of each of these 
earlier applications and (if you know it) the or 
each application number 



7. If this application is divided Or Otherwise Number of earlier application Date of filing 
derived from an earlier UK application, (day / month / year) 
give the number and the filing date of 

the earlier application 

8. Is a statement of inventorship and of right 

to grant of a patent required in support of YES 
this request? (Answer ITes' if: 

a) any applicant named in part 3 is not an inventor, or 

b) there is an inventor who is not named as an 
applicant, or 

c) any named applicant is a corporate body. 
See note (dj) 
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9. 



Enter the number of she^^k any of the 

following items you are fr^^vith this form. 
Do not count copies of the same document 



Continuation sheets of this form 

Description 2 

Claimfs; 
Abstract 

Drawings 4 1 




V 



10. If you are also filing any of the following, 
state how many against each item. 

Priority documents 

Translations of priority documents 

Statement of inventorship and right 
to grant of a patent (Patents Form 7/77) 

Request for preliminary examination 
and search (Patents Form 9/77) 



Request for substantive examination 
(Patents Form 10/77) 

Any other documents 

(please specify) 



11. 



I/We request the grant of a patent on the basis of this application. 



Signature Q^^(J<Ab ^ 



R.G.C. JENKINS & CO. 



15 Oct 1998 



12. Name and daytime telephone number of 
person to contact in the United Kingdom 



GEORGE A. WHITTEN 
Tel: 0171 - 931 7141 



Warning 

After an application for a patent has been filed, the Comptroller of the Patent Office will consider whether publication 
or communication of the invention should be prohibited or restricted under Section 22 of the Patents Act 1977 - You 

mill ho tnfnt-morf if it i.c rjoro^sirj; tr> pmhihit r>r rwtrirt ynur invention in this way. Furthermore, if you live in the 

United Kingdom, Section 23 of the Patents Act 1977 stops you from applying for a patent abroad without first getting 
written permission from the Patent Office unless an application has been filed at least 6 weeks beforehand in the 
United Kingdom for a patent for the same invention and either no direction prohibiting publication or 
communication has been given, or any such direction has been revoked. 



Notes 

a) If you need help to fill in this form or you have any questions, please contact the Patent Office on 0645 500505- 

b) Write your answers in capital letters using black ink or you may type them. 

c) If there is not enough space for all the relevant details on any part of this form, please continue on a separate 
sheet of paper and write "see continuation sheet" in the relevant part(s). Any continuation sheet should be 
attached to this form. 

d) If you have answered 'Yes* Patents Form 7/77 will need to be filed. 

e) Once you have filled in the form you must remember to sign and date it. 

f) For details of the fee and ways to pay please contact the Patent Office. 
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1 

A SEATING UNIT 



This invention relates to a seating unit. More specifically, but not 
exclusively, the invention relates to an aircraft seat. The invention also relates 
5 to an aircraft cabin. 

In our International patent application (Publication No. WO 96/18537) 
there is described a seating unit which comprises a primary seat and a 
secondary unit. The seating unit can be easily manipulated from a 'seating 
configuration' wherein the primary seat functions as a seat to a 'bed 
10 configuration' wherein the primary seat co-operates with the secondary unit to 
form a flat sleeping surface. For increased passenger privacy each seating 
unit is contained within its own fixed housing. 

The seats described in WO 96/18537 are currently being used in our 
first class cabins. The ease of manipulation of each seating unit from a 'seat 
15 configuration' to a 'bed configuration' within a fixed housing, and also the 
staggered arrangement of the units helps a level of comfort and privacy which 
has set an industry benchmark. 

In most aircraft the business class cabin is fitted with large reasonably 
spaced apart seats. However, such seats are not designed to lie flat and do not 
20 provide passengers with as much privacy as they would ideally prefer. 

Despite their success in first class cabins the seating units described in 
WO 96/18537 are not suitable for use in business class cabins. This is 



2 

because fitting such seats in a business cabin would mean having to reduce the 
overall seating capacity of the cabin to an uneconomical level. 

Seating units embodying the invention are shown in the accompanying 
figures. The figures show two types of seating units. Each of the seating 
5 units is usable simply as a seat and is also usable as a bed. 

When the seating units are arranged in cabin layout as shown in some 
of the figures then the seating capacity of the cabin is substantially the same 
as that of traditional business class cabins. Furthermore, the design of the 
seating units combined with the arrangement in the cabin ensures that each 
1 0 passenger has an acceptable amount of privacy. 
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